rer - ee 


nee 


Sees 

















ee hie 
ie 


bere =. Ia inant 





a renner a ee eee bp mene anes 


ra 





———— so + ie ee ee ae ——- 


PUBLISHED SAT URDAYS, BY H, BOWEN, NO. 4, PROVINCE-HOUSE ROW, NEAR-SHE OLD SOUTH. er 50 PER ANNUM.-§2, | IF. PAID IN ADVANCE. 





<i Sao teinevesdpeemaninnadlldercnpsh—- conan 





VOL. VI. 


SS -_—— ¥ 


— as = — 


BOSTON, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1825, 


ne . 


NO. 36. 














From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 
ORIGEN. 


Mr. Editor,—I have frequently observed that con- 
siderable importance bas been attached by the advo- 
cates of Universalism to the fact that the illustrious 
Father, whose name appears at the head of this com- 
munication, embraced the opinion that all men would 
be finally saved. 
of thie eminent personage, which appeared some time 


since in the Universalist Magazine, and from facts ad-' 


mitted by the writer, am of opinion that it can be easi- 
ly demonstrated that the doctrine of Universal Salva- 
tion is not one of those which were revealed to man- 
kind by the Son of God, and which were promolgated 
by his apostles, and fhe primitive preachers of his gos- 
pel. The facts to which I een, are as follows: 
work written abont A. D. 


Ina 
228, or at farthest, a few 
Origen advocated the doctrine to 
as unscriptural, and therefore untrve. 
Was this doctrine generally received by Christians at 
the time when Origen wrote? The very fact conced- 
ed by the author of the biography to which J now al- 
Jude, 
known to the religions world. 


years afterwards, 
which } object, 


seems to imply that Universalism was then un- 


Origen directed that it should be kept secret from all! 
those who lad not made high attainments in divine | 
Noge, had Universalism been the faith of 
the age in which Origen lived and wrote, weu'd any 


knowledce, 


man of sense think of keeping a doctrine secret which 
Was: reced by the whole Christian world ? 
Unisorsalism therefore in the early part of the third 


century and little more than 109 years after the death 
ef St. John, must have been unknown among Chris- 


Now had the doctrine been one of those truths 
which were taught and promulgated by the Redeemer, 
his apostles and the early preachers of bis Gospel, is it 
not impossible that it could have been within the space 
of 100, or at most 150 years, from the age of the apos- 
tles, expunged from the creed of christians, and that a 
doctrine diametrically opposed to it could be received, 
without the emallest opposition to an attempt to abol- 
ish a doctrine which the christians of that age from its | 
proximity to the time of Christ, must have known to) 
have been taught by the apostles? or that if such an; 


Trans. 





I have lately perused a biography | 


—- a ee 


the age in which he lived, and that others met with | 
the warmest and most detetmined opposition for at- 
tempting a revolution in the faith of the religious | 
world are easily accounted for, & the seeming diffi: ul- 


that in support of it the scriptures are perverted. 
CYPRIAN, 


, 
FROM THE SAME, 
REMARKS ON THE COMMUNICATION OF 
* CYPRIAN,” RELATIVE TO ORIGEN, 





For we are told that! 


** CypRIAN”’ professes to demonstrate by the case of 
| Origen, that Universalism cannot have been revealed 
|to mankind by the Son of God, or promulgated by the 

japortles, or by the primilive preachers of christianity. 
| To do this, he relies on the fact that about A. D. 228, 
Origen directed that Universali»a should be kept asa 
secret from all who had not made high attainments in 
| serine knowledge. From this fact he draws the follow- 
“ing conclusions, viz. Origen’s advice to keep this doc- 
| trine asa-secret from the generality of christians, 
|proves that it was not generally known among them 
,in his day; and this proves that it was not preached 
by the apostles, as it would have been impossible, in 
i the course of one hundred or one hundred and fifty 
‘years, to have exterminated a doctrine preached by 
ithem, without producing a great contention in the 
i church, some accounts of which mas have come down 
tous. Such is “ Cyprian’s” argument. 
Now this argument, however plausible it seem, is 


cious historians. 
and received in the church, contrary to the apostolic 
doctrine even within a htndred years after the 
death of St. John; and no accounts have reached us 
of any contention which their establishment excited. 
Not more than ten or fifteen years after the death of 
| St. John, or between A. PD. 106 and 116, one of the 
| most eminent of the Apostolic Fathers, taught as im- 
[plicit obedience to ministers as the Church of Rome 
| demands for her ciergy. ‘The doctrine of the Chiliasts 
| appears to have been universally received in the 





opposition had been made that no mention either of church from about A. D. 140, till Origen’s time. The 
the attempt itself, or of the opposition made to it, | | doctrine of the annihilation of the wicked was avowed 


should be made by writers of those periods? or by 
Church Historians? Does not history inform us that 
an attempt to produce a change in the religious world, 
even in the alteration of a single doctrine opposed to 
one generally received, gives rise to the warmest oppo- 
sition on the part of those who are attached to the doc 
trine oppoted by the proposed innovation? 
cite numerous examples, among others we will adduce 
that of Arius. The consequences which followed his 
attempt to exclude from the creed of the christians of 
his day, the Divinity of Christ, are well known to 
every person acquainted with the history of the church. 
It is true, that the doctrine advanced by Origen did 
not excite similar opposition, and the reason is evident. 
Origen did not, it appears, publicly attack the gener- 
ally received doctrine, or attempt to make proselytes 
to his opinion. The work in which Universalism is 
advanced, does not appear to have been circulated 
Until ines his death, when his real or supposed errors 
Were condemned. So that the facts that Origen pas- 


We might | 


| by the distinguished christian father, Justin, about A. 


D. 160, and by the no less distinguished fewnen, in 
177. Not to proceed with a catalogue, of which it 


i would be difficult to find the end, it is notorious that 


the style of writing, the manner of treating subjects, 
and the train of thinking, among Christians, underwent 
an astonishing change between the days of the apos- 
tles, and the end of the second century. I do not 
think that one who reads the writings of those times 
without an improper veneration for antiquity, will lay it 
down as an axiom that the prevalence of a doctrine, 
say at the year 200, proves that it was taught by the 
apostles; or that the general ignorance of a doctrine 
at that time, proves that it was nof taught by them.— 
Nor is this opinion singular: Mosheim strongly censures 


the apostolic churches ; and his learned translator, Dr. 


of the third century, ** we scarcely know any case in 





sd unceneured while living for opposing the faith of 


which the plea of prescriplion can be admitted as 


——e ee A 2 = ee ee ——- 


| ity of the apostles. 

ties attending them easily removed, These fact prove) argument at all.” 
to my mind that Universalism was not taught by Christ | 
and consequently is not contained in scripture, and | 
, ** Cyprian” is a Calvinist or Hopkinsian, as is suspect- 


apposed to facts, and to the opinion of the most judi- | 
There were sentiments broached | 


satisfactory urgoment, in favor of religious tenets or 


articles of faith, unless by prescription be meant, a dor- 


trine’s being established in the time, and by the author- 
In all other cases, prescription is no 
People are not apt to contend very 
strenuously for the establishment of a rule, which 
will overthrow their own favorite tenets: Now, if 


|ed, he ought to remember that Ais doctrine of élection 
|and reprobation was unknown in the Christian Church 
{ill after the year 400; and that his manner of distin- 
guishing -between the natural and the regenerated 
man, together with his view of the na/ure of conver- 
sion, was unthought of, till long afterwards, | know 
not when. 

Let us now attend to the matter ef fact on which 
‘* Cyprian” founded what he thinks a demonstration, 
&c. 1 must here say a word or two concerning that pa- 
ragraph in ‘* The Life of Origen,” in which the fact 
alluded to, is stated. I there observed, “ df ¢s said, 
hewever, that Origen directed that the doctrine of 
Universal Restoration should be kept as a secret,"&c. 
I did not then know what Origen meant by this advice; 
nor do I now know. Indeed, 1 do not know that this 
was the advice which he gave; for | have never read 
this in Origen’s own writings. Nor did I state it asa 
matter of positive fact ; I stated, * it is said, that” &c. 
My authority was, ] think, Dr. Chauncy, Dr. Burnet, 
and the author of a Preface to a Treatise of Jeremiah 
White. Now the real fact is, that whatever advice 
Origen gave on this point, he himself did not hesitate 
repeatedly to make this doctrine as public as his writ- 
ings could make it; and this too, when he knew that 
| his instructions were eagerly sought by all classes 
from the Prince to the slave, from bishops to private 
christians, and from the philosophers to the barbarians. 
| He knew that his theological fame had awakened the 
| utmost interest from Africa and Italy to the regions 
bordering on the Euxine and the Fuphbrates; and yet 
he did not hesitate to suffer the doctrine in question to 
go forth under the powerful sanction of his name. But 
here ‘** Cyprian” says that “the work in which Uni- 
versalism is advanced,” (by which I suppose that he 
means Origen’s Book of Principles) ‘‘ does not oppear 
to have been circulated till after his death.” What 
authority has ** Cyprian” for this novel assertion ?—~ 
Will he come forward, and inform us where, anc by 
what, this appears? No, Mr. Editor, | venture to pre- 
dict that he will not. If he can do it, he may cevtain- 
ly add one fact to those that are generally known con- 
cerning Origen’s Life. Could he, however, adduce 
any authority for his assertion, it would not alter the 
general fact under consideration ; for Origen published 
the doctrine of Universalism in other works, besides 
his Book of Principles. He published it in his Hotmuil- 
ies on Leviticus; in his Homilies on Numbers; in his 
Homilies on Ezekiel ; in his Tracts on Matthew ; in his 
Tracts on John; in his Book against Celsus; and in 
how many otber works | know not. 

Some notice ought to be taken of the following pas- 
|sage in ** Cyprian’s”’ communication : ** The work in 
which Universalism is advanced, does not appear to 
have been circulated till after his death, when has real 








the Christian fathers of the second century for adduc- | oF supposed errors were condemned.” {| do not know 
ing as proof the decisious of those bishops who ruled | what ** Cyprian” meant by this; but he would be 


| generally understood to mean, that as soon as Origen’s 


Maclaine says, in reference to writers in the beginning | works which contain the doctrine of Universalism were 


circulated, that doctrine was condemned, Now the 
alfact is, we have oo account of any sentence of con. 
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demnation passed on Origen’s doctrine, till about 150 
years after his death. Even then, it was chiefly his 
notion concerning the T'rinify, that drew apou him the 
censure of the church; if we ought not rather to im- 
pute it all to the quarrel of Jerome with his rival, who 
happened to be a professed admirer of Origen. It is 
true, that historians generally believe that in the year 
552, which was 301 years after Origen’s death, his 


oetrine of the Universal Restoration was condemned | 


consider mankind under moral obligation? or who ‘‘in- 
troduce the vilest of the human race, their hands de- 
filed with blood, to the bosom of heaven’s bliss, and | azine, and passed sentence upon the projected plan of 
the embrace of a holy God?” No, there are none.— | debate—the Walchman, for waut of a better exam 

And Mr. Sabine eught to have known it. For having | copied the Telegraphic sentence, and thus all parties 


The Universalist Magazine dealt in a, style little shor 
of scurrility—the Telegraph joined issue with the Mag. 





been accused of it before, they have distinctly and re- shewed their disapprobation of free inquiry,” This is 
peatedly disavowed it. The views on this subject of a lamentable instance of a mau’s making assertions 
that class of Universalists of which he is supposed to, Without considering whether they are true or false,— 
speak, may be stated in the following words: ** So al- | It would be almost impossible for Mr. Sabine to make 


‘,y the Fifth Geveral Council held at Constantinople. so is the resurrection of the dead: it is sown in cor- | 4 statement much more contrary to truth, than that 


To conclude : ** Cyprian” does not seem to be aware 
‘nat Universalism was taught in the Church before Ori- 
ven’s time. Clemens Alexandrinus, the most learned 
of the christians fathers before Origen, taught it in 194; 
and there is a book extaut, allowed to have been writ- 
fen by a christian, about A. D. 130, or at the latest, 
between that time and A. D. 180, in which this doc- 
MARCUS. 


trine ts asserted. 








FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





REV. MR. SABINE’S LECTURES, 


fu the last Magazine the public were informed that 
Mr, Savine’s Lectures : ainst Mr. ** BALFour’s In- | 
quiry” were published and ready for delivery. 
then, I have had time to read the preface only to that | 
publication, in which there are some sentences erquir- 
vg notice from the Universalist Magazine. They are 
a: follows: 


Since 


** The growth and speed of Universalism is the more ' 
particolar subject. It appears from the Register of | 
1317, that there were in this s/cte nine Universalist 
Societies. 
there are twenty-eight of that denomination. A very 
cousiderable portion of this increase of Universalism is | 
of the Non-Retribution class. This is the ground as- | 
sumed by Mr. Balfour, and his book is written to give 
efficacy, and currency to a system which delivers al] 
‘aen from all moral obligation, and introduces the vil- 
est of the human race, their hands defiled with blood, 
to the bosom of heaven’s bliss, and to the embrace of 
a holy God.” * * * # # # # = & This offer brought 
Lo light the enemies of free inquiry of every party.— 
The Unirersulist Magazine dealt ina style little short | 
of seurrility—-the Telegraph joined issue with the Maz- | 
azine, and passed senleice upon the projected plan of | 
debate—the Watchman, for want of a betler example, | 
copied the Telegraphic sentence, and thus all parties | 
shewed their disapprobation of free inquiry,” 


! 


The writer does not remark upon the above extracts | 
with the design of engaging in the controversy now 
existing between Mr. Balfour and his antagonist. The 
substance of these extracts affect but little the ground | 
of the controversy, and require a reply as much, if not 
more, from this quarter, than from Mr. Balfour. 

Mr. S. says, ** A very considerable portion of this in- 
crease of Universalism is of the Non-RKetribution class.” 
? call on him to shew his authority for calliug any class 
of Universalists ** the Non-Retribution class.” ‘This 
sentence implies that there is a class of Universalists 
who do not believe in any retribution. But this is not 
true: there are no such Universalists. If Mr. Sabine 
knew this, he was highly guilty in making his state- 
ment; and if he did not know it, he should have in- 
formed himself concerning the sentiments of Univer- 
salists before he attempted to refute them. In the 
tollowing words, he describes what he means by this 
‘““ Non-Retribution.” ‘* ‘This is the ground assumed by 
Mr. Balfour, and his book is written to give efficacy, 
and currency to a system which delivers all men from 
all moral obligation, and iptroduces the vilest of the 
human race, their hands defiled with blood, to the bo- 
som of heaven’s bliss, and to the embrace of a holy 
God.” ‘This is the Non-retribution system which Mr. 
Sabine represeuts a considerable porti«) of Universal- 
ists as avowing and defending,particularly Mr. Balfour. 
Ht will be the aim of a good and pradent author to 
Keep truth on his side. But is this true? Are there 
apy such Upiversalists? Are there any who do not 


' 





| bored this point perhaps as much as any other. 


| care on their part to prevent being misunderstood, one | 


From the same Register in 1825, itappears | ~ 


i shail save his people from their sins.” 


sent him to bless you iu turning away every one of 


. os . . . : ° . . ' -* ‘ean lie _ : . : z 
ruption, it is raised in incorruption: It is sown in dis- | the L niversalist Magazine is opposed to free ingu 
By what authority does he say 0? 


lf Mr. Sabine has 


known the character of the Universalist Magazine, he 


honor, it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness, it is 





raised in power: it is sown a natural body, it is raised | 
a spiritual body. As we have borne the image of the in this, as in the other case, was highly guilty in mak. 
earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. | ing such a statemeut ; and if he was vot acquainted 
Now this I say brethren, that flesh and blood caunot | with it, he should have informed himself before he 
inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption | passed judgment. There is something very imprudent 
inherit incorruption. For this corruptible must put on jand supercilious in his manner of writing. ‘This paper 
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.” has constantly invited free inquiry, It bas been free in 
This class of Universalists have repeatediy quoted | stating its own doctrines, and examining those of its 
these scriptures to shew that it was St. Paul’sdiciriue |opponevts. It has uot carried op a defensive war; bat 
that mankind in the future state will be holy, incor- 
rupted, incorruptible aud immorial. 


has assaulted its cremies in their own entrenchments, 
They have la- }and for ought we have seen, been victorious. Hew 
loften has it expressed its regret because its opposerg 
would not come out and meet it! How often hasit 
Aud Mr. Sabine coald 
not but have known, that some time since it took up 
his dedication sermon, and shook the doctrine of it to 


Phey 
have stated, that according to the testimony of Jesus 
Christ, mankind, in the future state, will be as the an- 
gels of God in heaven. 


reviewed their pe@blications! 





Aud yet, after such great | 


its verv foundation. ‘To thisattack or himeelf, he has 


who has attempied to refute their sentiments, and who 
ought first to have prepared hiwself for the work, ac- | made no return that we have heard of, 


cuses them of introducing * 


Heve we may 
therefore which 
Ne. &e, 


Shurt!y after Mr. Sabine pubiic!y offered iis services 


the vilest of the buman | repeat the words of Paul, ** thou 


race, their hands defiled with blood, to 
heaven’s bliss, and to the embrace of a holy God.?~— | 


the bosom of , teachest another, teachest thou vot thysel!: 


> . r+ . , ® erry fe wilverfisemer “ae ‘ R 
Ir. Sabine seems to kuow that Universalists believe ; 19 refute Sir, Ralfour, his adverti-emeut was nelicedin 


the Universalist *ingaziue. Hut there was othing 


eaid in this notice by way of discouraging free inquiry, 


in the salvation of add men; but he is as ignoraut o; 
the nature of the salvation in which they believe, as 
The 
nature of this salvation is expressed in the fullowing 
scriptures. 


nothing against Mer. Sabiue’s reviewing Mr. Balto, 
But 


tion, b's desire té 


Nicodemus was of the doctrine of the new birth. 
the lanraaze which he used w 
than that in which 
he preaches, and the preachtag in Vstiaction som the 
these were the principal 
Ii was asked him by 


of the “‘retributions of eterm- 


that commiawica- 


* Thou shalt call bis pame Jesus, for he get a .arger vous 


** Bebold the 
we . ° - 4 wh ‘ tc lor _< 
Lamb of God, whith /axeth atray the sin of the world.” | P¥bushing of his lectures, 


thines which noticed, 


oO 


** Unto you firet, Goa having raised up his sou Jesus ; were 
what auth rify he spoke 
ty.” ‘These were represented to be * great swelling 
t mach uulike the 
has had to 


you from his iniquities.”” Now Jet Mr. Sabine tell me 
how a man saved in this way, can go lo the embrace 
ofa hely God, with his hands deiiled with blood. - 

But I cannot reconcile myseli to pass over with the |" alize his apprehensions wilh respect to Mr. Sabine, 
who has kept too much in that path in which twas 
He should have made himself 
which Universalists 


» ° e , 7 
words of vanity :°? and ] may acd bo 


vhrare JVon-rels butionisis. ‘hat writer 


very slight notice | bave paid it, Mr. Sabine’s uewly | 
coined phrase, Vou-retribulionisis, At the moment o¢| '*4red 
commencing this paragraph, i laid my eye on page 120) better acquainted with (te ne finte 
of his lectures, and saw what he meant by it. Read Ke os th scriptures, their method aud rules ef milefe 
the following: | pretation, before he became : 

‘in which case he would bave been mueh better} if 
se. 


he would gC. 


their pubic amagunist ; 
res 
* Mr. B. insinuates that the Oithodox do nol believe 


: : ; o. nn £ Le controver- t e has proved bia 
in a fulure retribution tor sinners, and he justifies hi- pared ivr (he coniroversy than he has p 








° » > e ; } ; MARDS, 
doubts of their faith iv this doctrine by argument nota; to ve. Bis 
little cogent: if so, than they are Universalists, aud | —_—— 





Universalists of Mr. B.’s class, Nou-retributionists.” 


\ 


ee 


Here we see that by Nou-retributionists he nieans from the (Hartford) Religious luqguirer. 
those who do not believe in a retribution in the future | 


—" PE ABTIST. 
state for sinners. Let it be remarked that his phrase | FRIENDLY LETTER TO A BAB 
falls very far short of deing his views justice, uuless he 
meant to misrepresent Universalists, in which case it 
does very well. But if men are Von-reiribulionisis ey py 
because they believe that sinners are puuished in this | the following passage i your letter ; 4 cduxiact 
life for their sins, why is not Mr. Sabine himself, a Non- | written the foregoiug, supposing that | shoul h nk ie 
retributiouist? Does not he believe that sinners are | yeu of the error which | think you have nace he 
punished in this life for their sins? Does he believe | You have the Bible—you are master of ygrhia But 
that Moses, Noab, Lot, David, Solomon, Paul, Peter, | guments which have been used on both si 996 ce 
and a whole host of such men are punished in the fu- | does this bring you nearer to the merce ee “Goat a 
ture state? If he does not, if he thinks that these sin- | does this give you joy and peace = the Ho ya with 
ners were punished in this life, why is he not what be | No—nothing short of the commuvion of our +e ban 
calls a Non-retributionist? ‘ ‘Thou that preach-|our Maker, can shed that peace and joy in A ore 
est a man should not steal, dost theu steal,’ &c. &.| Think of these things—the cause of God will P 
And again, ** Happy is be that condemneth not him- | per.” 
self in that thing which he alloweth,” Whatever you may have supposed ® ded that it 

The following, which has been quoted above from} fect of your epistle, you evidently intep cin cae 

Mr. Sabine, must also be noticed. ‘This effer brought | should effect, in some degree a pong 

to light the enemies of free inquiry of every party.— | you term an erroneous faith. Your good m 


LETTER I?. 


amination af 
My Dear Sir,—I now come to the examination @ 


ed would be the ef- 
































ES SLED ; : 
thankfully acknowledged, and that they have had 
some effect, is obvious from the preseut correspon- 
dence. lad you stated some facts, exhibiting argu- 
ments militating against the doctrine of Universal 
Grace, I should examine them with care, and weigh 
their value wilh the most scrupulous exactitude.— 
flaving however appealed to the Bible, and to my ac- 
knowledged use of it, and my acquaintance with the 
yarious arguments in the premises, | shall examiuve 
with all my powers, and search for the truth as for 
hidden treasure. Should ogy efforts be crowned witb 
success, it is at least possible, that both of us may re- 
ceive benefit from the investigation. 

The Bible being a large book, and containing a 
great variety of matter, ou many subjects, it becomes 
usto be careful in “rightly dividing the word of truth,” 
that we may avoid the joining of those things which 
have in fact no connexion, and of sundering those 
whicu God hath joined together. With minds fally 
bent on discovering the truth, and that independence 
which will not shrink from its embrace, let us now 
comineuce searching the scriptures. 

The gospel which was preached to Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, is defined by Paul to be justification through 
fuith, aud co-extensive with all nations, aud families, 


and kindreds of the earth As the great apostle thus 


settles the deiinition of the term gospel, let us be con- | 


tent the:ewith. Ifany cther can give a beller, we can 
neither regret. the change, or refuse its blessings. — 
Sjould a gospel be propesed which is anofher, aud fall 


short of the Llessings nere stated, let us inquire for ifs | 


authoriiy, even thongh ‘av angel from heaven” | 
should proclaim if. This perfectly agrees with the 
testimony. that God’s tender mercies are over all his 
works. wud itas because he is thus kind and that hs 
changes vot, that we fully believe the statement, that 
a! euds of the world shal) remember and turn ua 


Lord; aud that all patious whom he hath made 


come aud worship before him. 


wilh this are the mar V declarations of Christ apd has 


apostles, relative to the fnally glorious destiny of man, 


and the consequent glory of God. 
Relative to the Old Testament writers, Peter has 
sunmed up the whole matter in few words, iu testify - 
v of (he restitation of all things, as the burden of al] 
* Goad’ 
fy 
ment we find this doctrine confirmed in the most lucid 


i 
People not sent of God, testi- 
In the New ‘Testa- 


s ho! y prophets.’ 


to a very different doctrine. 


Cluist declared that the object of his mission 
His whole life testified 


manner. 
wus to give Jile to the world. 
uiguity of his office, and his death manifested 
le went a- 


to the be 
the truth and purity of his declarations. 


bout doing 
Wo these 


a 


x good—he died blessing even his enemies. 


facts speak a doctrine differing from that 
which I profess? or from yours? 
ish evidence in suppert of the complete emancipation 
of the human family from ihe thialdom of sin, in a mul- 
titude of places, and a variety of language. I shall 
wotice a iew passages. Lehold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world. He is the 
propiliation of our sins, and not for owns owry, bat 
auso for the sius of the whole world. Who will have 
all men to be saved, aud to come unto the knowledge 
of the truth. 

These delarations appear to me plain and unequiv- 
ocal. John spoke of Christ as performing that which 
gives the very reason of his name, Jesus, agreeably to 
the declaration, he shall save bis people from their 
sins. We need not inquire—Who are his people? If 
they be not senners, the whole declaration isa nullity. 
It is also evident, that the will of Ged is in direct ac- 
cordance with his testimony. He will bave all mento 
be saved. It is in this way that the end meets the be- 
ginuing, that the counsel of the Lord may stand, and 
that all the nations whom he hath made shall come 
and worship before him, and glorify bis name. ‘Phe 
testimony on this point is strenger than you imagine.— 


The scriptures furn- 


ln accordance | 
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hath highly exalted him.’ And for what purpose ?>— 
The apostle distinctly gives it thus; “ That in the 
name of Jesus, every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and éhings in earth, and ¢hings under the 
easth; and ‘hat every tongue should confess, that Je- 
sus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”— 
If we compare this with another declaration of the 
same apostle, the premises will be much strengthened, 
and we shall ascertain that we cannot glorify God in 
sin; and that as all are thus to glorify him, they must 
be purified, for the offering of this spiritual worship. 
“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God; [by sin, certainly, yet what is the result 2] “De- 
ing JUSTIFIED FREDLY by his grace, through the re- 


* 
ll 
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143 
to every man according to his work.” This is scrip- 
tural—rational. To punish for any purpose short of a . 
profitable result is crvelty, in any being, and is not 
imputed to God, in the scriptures of truth. What is 
communion with God? | answer—mutual lore. Gon 
is LOVE. He that loveth, dwelleth in God, and God 
in him. Love supposes confidence, without which 
there is no communion. We may commune at the cel~ 
ebration of the Eucharist, outwardly, with mutual hat- 
red, and murder in the heart. But this is not that 
communion of spirit, which, living in the understand- 
ing and the affections, shines through the eye fo the 
heart, and from the heart. Nor can we have com- 
munion with God, ere we view him as the friend of 
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demption that is in Christ Jesus.” Now we are ex-| 


by the Holy Ghost. 


childhood, or under circunistances favorable to their 
continuance, that sin is represented as an obstacle 
Which Almighty power, either will net, or cannot re- 


utter astonishment, that Christ should Le anointed of 
God to save his people from their sins, aud that his ob- 
liect was to destroy the works of the devil, and yet 


pressly infornied, that po man can call Jesus Lord but 
‘ 


Such however is the force of prejudices imbibed in| even thou 


move. Now it mustseem, and indeed be a matter of | 


sinners—all sinners. When we perceive this love, 
and the understanding receives the testimony of scrip- 
tures, relative to the great love wherewith he loves us, 
gh dead in trespasses, the haughty spirit of 
rebellion is broken—love is seen as omnipoteut power, 
and we are ready to exclain— 


** O for this love let rocks in songs, 
Their lasting silence break ; 

And ail harmonious human tongues, 
The Saviour’s praises speak.” 








But your people have somehow obtained the idea, that 


| Christ came to save us from the conseqtences of trans- 
gression, or the penalty of the law, and thus tacitly 


avow the doyma, that salvalion is a work of injustice. 


Now if it really bear this character, we have no more 
'yround of contideace in the flexible character of one 
i being, than of another, and by the caprice of God, 
' 


some cr all may Le saved or lost, and no rational con- 


'jecture can be entertaived of the destiny of cur race. 
' 


m 
Mady 


Tu the way of this eystem, however, we find a declara- 
ition of the wise man to this eflcect—* The righteous 
| shall be recompensed in the carth, much more the 
I wicked and the sinner.” If this declaration be true, 
,the matter is at rest, if not, by what.e@e@thoriiy is it 
‘proved unirue? After allowing me more knowledge 
‘than I ever claimed, you inquire, Does this give you 
‘peace aud joy in the Holy Ghost? You give an an- 
swer, rather precipitately—No. How you came to 
this conciusiou from the premises, is not my province 


to determine. it canvot certainly be a deduction 





logically, and is in diawetrical opposition to your own 
conduct—to your pripciples. It is saying in fact, ac- 
quaint bot thyself with God, vor seek for information 
‘in the Bible. Keep yourself iguoraut, as you would 
| retain your devoticn. I answer your question thus; 
‘Waving studied the volume of inspiration, and been 
‘well convioced of its agreement with the book of ua- 
ture—lam perfectly satisied with the government of 
ous Heavenly parent, and therefore am in a state of 
reconciliation ; and, as was the case with the primi- 
tive disciples, | have entered into rest—iuto peace— 
‘into joy, by believing the same gospel. 

How cau you presume the circumstances, which you 
mention, to be a bar in the way of communion with 
our Maker? The more intimate our knowledge, the 
more intimate will be our commupion, if the scriptures 
vive bis true character. If we seek for his character 
na the traditious of men, the less we kuow of it the 
better, and the more consummate our ignorance, the 
ereater will be our devotion. The faith with which | 
al blessed, is a constant, a never failing source of con- 
solation. I see God asthe Father of the spirits of all 
flesh, as he is the former of their bodies ; and perceiv- 
ing that his love is censtantly employed in diffusing 
blessings, even to the unthavkful, I trust without 
doubting in the continuance of that goodness. As a 
father, | am persuaded of the coustant regard which 
every rational parent has for his offspring. Phe trans- 
ressiops of children may be visited with stripes, but 
the kindvess is thus manifesied, vot forgotten. ** Also 








In consequence of the obedience of Christ, “* Ged aleo 


unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy, for ihou rendesest 
‘ 


that he should fail in his purpose for want of power.— | 


founded ov the data given, for it is not reasoning ana- | 


You are aware that an apostle directs first of Aut, 
,to make supplication, prayer, intercession, and giving 
of thanks for all men. When this is done in faith, the 
soul holds communion with God, Being pepsuaded 
| that this is agreeable to his will, we know it is heard 
_and accepted, and our hearts are drawn out in love to 
| those, who are the subject of our petitions. If this be 
done wilhoul faith, it is sin. Whoever thus prays in 
, Word only, may say indeed-— 

‘* My words, fly up, my thoughts, remain below ; 
Words, without thoughts, never to heaven go.” 


t 


| Ido frequently ‘ think of these things,’ and am fully 
“persuaded, * the cause of God will proper.’ I see the 
light of heaven shedding its genial rays through the 
|hitherto waste wilderness of the human mind, I see 
man, rising from the mental slumber of ages, and as- 
| serting his right of thought, his title to intellectual lib- 
l erty, aud his inalienable religious imasunities. I[ see 
the brazen gates and the fetters of iron, broken before 
| the all-conquering power of truth, and the walls of our 
spiritual teacbers falling before the sound of the gos- 
pel trumpet. Lobserve with much satisfaction the 
| Babel of modern teachers, whose walls are daubed 
with untempered mortar, already vodding to its fall; 
and I am daily rejoicing at thg victory of one overa 
thousand, and am thankful to gee the truth of prophe- 
sy fulfilled, in two putting temshousand to flight. 

Yes, | see, aud I rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory in the sight, that the toes of the image, 
made of heterogeneous articles, are crumbling and 
scattered before the steady march of truth. God ig 
now giving his people pastors agreeable to his will, 
who feed the people with knowledge and understand- 
iog. ‘The deaf begin to hear--the dead are raised—- 
the blind are led by a way they didnot know. Cook- 
ed ways are becoming straight, the glory of the Lord, 
which is his goodness, is revealed, and | am consoled 
with the full belief of the rejoicing declaration that all 
flesh shall see it together. 

Yours iv gospel truth, 


| 


MENTOR. 
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THE SIN UNTO DEATH, 


My friend informs me that he recently heard a mip- 
ister, in a foraial prayer. pray * for all that are sub- 
jects of prayer ;”? which ied him to infer that the par- 
son who offered this form of pre yer believes that some 
are not to be prayed for; and extertaining the belief, 
that the minister would justify his views by what John 
says of a sin which is uuto death, requested some re- 
marks on the passage in which this subject is found’ 
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In relation to this subject the following query seems 
riot altogether irrelevant: viz. Why should our minis- 
ters in this present time be so much more cautious 
than was St. Paul in his time? He says; Ist Tim. ii. 
‘| exhort, therefore, that first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made 
for ALL men ;’ but our ministers, in our day, are more 
cautious, they take care to pray for all who are the 
subjects of prayer, believing that some are not to be 
prayed for. The reason which may with justice be 
assigned for the difference above stated seems to be 
the following: The apostle was desirous of framing 
prayer in such a manner as to have his petitions agree 
with his views of the will of God and the designs of 
that ransom which the gospel exhibits for the human 
race. He justifies prayers, &c. for all men as follows ; 
‘* For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God 
our Saviour; who will have all men to be saved and 
to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For there 
is one God and one mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ransom for 
all ta be testified in due time.” But our ministers, 
entertaining very different views of the will of God 
and the designs of redemption by Jesus Christ, are ne- 
cessitated to frame their prayers agreeably to partial 
salvation ; and therefore cautiously leave out of their 
petitions those whom they suppose are not the subjects 
of prayer. And wishing to justify themselves by the 


divine testimony, they advert to this subject in 1 John | 


v. 16, ** If any man see his brother sin a sin which is 
not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life 
for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto 
death ; I do not say that he shall pray for it.” Dat 
rather than to disagree so much with the apostle, would 
it not be better to suppose that St. John meant that we 
should not ask to have a man’s life spared, whe has 
committed a capital offence; and yet allow thai we 
may pray for the man, that God may receive his soul 
to that favor and ‘:ingdom which were manifested 
through him who gave himself a ransom for all, and by 
the grace of God tasted death forevery man? And 
does not this agree with christian practice. When, 
for a capital crime, a judge is compelled by the law 
and his oath to pronounce the sentence of death on the 
unhappy offender, does he not conclude by saying; 
‘* and may God have mercy on your soul?” H. B. 








SELECTED. 


RELIGION. 


While the black darkness bangs around, 
My fainting spirit wings its way ; 

Through gloomy scenes aud shades profound, 
To Heaven’s bright eternal day. 


Welcome, thrice welcome, to my eye, 
The morning star’s inspiring light ; 

As forth he sallies through the sky 
The guardian angel of the night. 


Let mortals blind and weak, below, 
Pursue some phantom bliss in vain ; 
The world’s a wilderness of wo, 
And life a pilgrimage of pain ; 


Till mild Religion, from above, 
Descends a sweet engaging form, 

A messenger of heavenly love, 
The bow of promise in a storm. 


Then haggard passions wing their flight, 
The seas’ tempestuous billows cease, 
The sun bursts forth in rays of light, 
My soul enjoys the sweets of peace. 


Ambition, pride, revenge, depart ! 
And folly, with her chastening rod, 
Then leaves my humble contrite heart 
A temple for the living Ged. 


O far beyond the vale of time, 
Where bright celestial ages roll, 
There may we meet in scenes sublime, 
Sweet pleasures of the immortal soul. 


| —_——D >< 


RETROSPECTION. 


| Often does the memory of former times come like 


the evening sun upon my soul.—Osstan. 
\ 
/Oh! dear are the woodlands, the rocks and the moun- 
tains, 
The hills and the vallies to memory allied; 
| The rushing of torrente, the gurgling of fountains, 





Oh! often in youth's brightest hours I have sported 
In the grove-wood secluded from 5Soi’s scorching 
beam; 
And often at evening the Muses I’ve courted 
By the side of some founntain or deep-winding 
stream. 


’T was then that the friendships of youth freshly growing, 
Their tendrils so lovely entwin’d round my heart ; 
’Twas then that the breast, with aflectiou warm glow- 

ing, 
The sweet blossoms cherish’d—untainted by art. 
| Put far are those scenes and the friends so endearing, 
And gone are the pleasures to wemory allied , 
But still smile the woodlands and vallies so cheering, 
And still rolls the torren! to meet the dark tide. 





Thus time rushes on, the bosom bereaving 


Of all the young toys which it once beld so dear, 
The scenes where they erew im beanty till leaving, 
lo waken regret—and caii forth the tear! 


'Oh! frail is the tenor of lite’s brightest hour, 
| And trailer the irien it~ jo 
Forliie isa vapor; it fades like the flower 


‘ships that kindle 


That chill trosts of winter so reckless destroy ! 


| Prom this let us learn—that this state of probation 
| Was never designed for the home of pure joy ; 


| That the mind should aspire to the high exaltation 
Of permanent happiness free from alloy. 


|For there is a hope brightly beaming from heaven, 
To cheer the lone Vilgrim who wanders in wo, 

| Of bliss beatific, which to man shall be given, 

And the friends that were in the desart below. 





SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE. 
Highly Important Intelligence from Peru. 


We at length are enabled to announce the total de- 

feat of the Spanish Army in Peru. This agreeable 

news is.brought by the sch. Weymouth, from Cartha- 

gena, at which place, as well as at Chagree and Pana- 

ma, great rejoicings had taken place.—Guzelle. 
MORAL REFLECTIONS. 

TrveTH is the ornament of speech, and even to infi- 
dels carries conviction; it is Conspicuous as the day, 
unerring as the light, and although obliquely applied, 
cuts to the very soul. 

DEcENcyY becomes all things; as food is pleasant to 
the palate, so is decency to the eye. 

MopEstyY has power to intimidate and check even 
libertines. 

BEAUTY isa flower when spoke of externally, but 
the beauties of the mind render a deformed person a- 
greeable. 


Yourg is the season for an early cultivation of man- 
ners ; this time once lost is uever regained. 





professed them were to love another. 


That are lost in ** Connecticut’s dark rolling tide.”’ | 


All religious sects would be destroyed, if those who 


| From the (Litie noe as 


‘rom the (Little Falls, N. Y.) Gospel Insquirer 
THE UNIVERSALIST, 


The public are respectfully informed 
of the Rochester Magazine, Gospel Inqui 
ald of Salvation, has taken place, and t 
,as a substitute for the three, will be h 
lished at Utica, under the title of “ Tar Univers, 
ist.” As this new publication shal] Unite, in one t. 
| cus, the literary and religious efforts of the former three 


,and be afforded for Ose Dottar ann Fipry Cry 

| which is only one half the former expense, the Patrons 
of the Magazine, Inquirer, and Herald cannot fail to 
,share in the general satisfaction, resulting from the 


| measures which have been adopted by the Editors.— 


that a vxtiy 


rer, and Hér. 
hat one Paper, 


enceforth pub. 





I'very reflecting mind will easily perceive the advan- 
tages arising from a combination of intellectual and pe- 
/cuniary resources, and at once discover the pre-emi. 
|nence of a paper, ably managed and liberally supports 
'ed, over a number circumscribed both in means and 
circulation. 

| To the efforts of the former Fditors will be added 
the co-operation of Br. S. R. Smith which is esteemed 
a valuable acquisition, and, from the character of the 
former papers, it will easily be perceived, that the 
grand object of * Tar UNIveRsAnist,” will be the 
| promulgation and defence of that glorious gospel of the 


grace of God, which brir 


rei 
o 


h salvation to all wen. 
The Editors bave labored, hitherto, in the bevero. 
lent work, even to the injury of personal pro 
and are still disposed to 5 individial eaaae 
‘to the salvation ; let therefore a 
/philanthrophic and evlightened public, aid in the glo- 
rions enterprize, by affording that support to “ The 


jinterest of common 


Universalist,"? which its claims to public patronage 
/most justly demand. 
| ** "Phe Universslist,”? containing 16 ectavo pages, 
| will be published semi-monthiy, at Utica, for One Dol- 
(lar buity Centsa year, paid in advance. 
| All who are disposed to patronise the work, will 
| please to forward their subscriptions without delay, as 
no numbers will be issued without payment. 

Persons wishing to encourage ** The Universalist,” 
an apply to either of the Editors, who will receive 
beir subscriptions, and supply (bem with the numbers 
as soon as they are issued. : 
| The Editors inteud to issue the first number of The 


| Universalist about the first of March next. 
Jonw S, ‘Taompson, 
Sreruen R. Smira, 
Pirr MorsF, 
Geo. B. Lisurr, 
Little Fells, N.Y. January, 1825. 
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MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 

Mr. Archibald McLelland, of Scotland, to Miss Mary 
Farrel, of London. 

Mr. Ranson Crosby to Miss Louisa Eaton. 

Mr. Joshua Ellis to Mrs. Lucy Blanchard. a 

In Cambridgeport, by Rev. T. Whittemore, Mr. Si 
las Conant to Miss Eliza Wheeler, both of Acton. 

In Charlestown, Mr. Timothy Fletcher to Miss Eliz- 
abeth Ann Morse Edes. 


——_) 





DIED IN THIS CITY, , 

Mr. Wiliam Homes, aged 83. Mr. Geo. Hiler, ag- 
ed 38. Miss Catherine Runnels, aged 15. Miss Ra- 
chel, daughter of Capt. W. Baty, aged 20. "7 
Mates. Mrs. Lucy Wilcutt, relict of Mr. George *'- 
aged 35. Mr. Hawkes Cushing, aged 80. , 
On Saturday evening Jast, Mr. William gods 
the firm of Fowle & Jones, and late of Concord, ™a* 
aged 23 years. 


—————, 


_——_ 
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Cash received on account of the Universalist Magazine. 


Maj. Jonathan Stutson, Randolph, Mass. $ re 
Mr..Samuel Thayer, jr. do. 2 (6 
Mr. Nathan Crosby, Chatham, a me 





| February 26, 1825. 

















